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I bave recently had a letter from Trampbull Higgina, an historian . | 


_ . who specialises la the area where military and political factors |. oe 


intersect in major decielona, He writes 29 fellowes ΕΞ ΕΣ 


"As a consequence of the domestic political repercuse * 
οἰ ions of the more or 1998 endemic Cuban crisis, fam | 
᾿ς taking the Uberty of suggesting that considerdtion be «°°. 
given ta the prompt preparation of ® serious and official -: 
 bistory of this preblam.. Whether auch & history should | . 
' be declassified; in whole or ἐπ part, in order te head of | 


partisan political criticiam fe immaterial; ite value ἐδ. Ν ff _ 


Ὁ the oficials concerned should be Self-evident.  - wo 


“Since my background, both with the institute for Defence, 
;, Analyses and in private seholarahip (currently {am some - 
" plating my fourth hook on the preblems of contemporary = 

. coslitien warfare, aamely Hitler's campaign in Rusala, ‘— ΕΣ 

οὐ While teaching at Hunter College ia New York City), might. 
-geem to qualify me particularly woil for such a task, ἢ δῇ: 
 Offerlag my services ἐπ such an endeavor.” ‘Perhaps the 
" Institate would be the beat eee crguatestion 
ἐσ erry each a Projet throaghs!:, " 


’ τῇ : . ‘ 
‘t ἣν 


i know liigsine slightly), he fs an eld friend οἵ Mary Meyer! 8, who. ΕΣ os 

His previcaus baoks are Winstea Churchill and - 

‘the Second Front, 394021943 (Oxford University Press, 1957), and πὶ 
Korea end the Fall of MacArthur (Oxferd University Press, 1960}. 


knowa him better. 
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᾿ politico-military history. Hele, ἔ think, ἃ careful and nerxupihe 
. Lous historian, but aleo has coneiderable independence οὗ mind. 


Anything he wrete would not be dull official ἐ δέ φίοσγ!. 1211} would - 
be Penetrating snd probably bilaeninating. ce 
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Higgine's proposal ralsco a ‘general question: should we act make 
an effort to write up the criges of the Administration, if only for tha 


. filee, before memorics fade and everyone gets absorbed in eome- 


thing else? Obvicusly no one regularly employed around the Waits 


- Bouse has time for such historical labors. ὃ wonder therefore 


.Φ 


whether it might net be 8 good idea to bring in qualified persons te 
write ad hoc accounts of major episodes. I wish, for example, we 
had done thie in the weeke after the U. δ. Steel controversy. H{ we 
do not begin a program of this eort, we run the risk of net having + 
coherent accounts of the major events of these years =- and files, 
diaries and recollections are Ukely te be fag less satisfactory sources | 


. for the future historian shas an ladependent survey made eden ohter 
the event. - . 


t 


If we were to undertake such a program, there would stlilbeths 
question whether we would want careful, factual chronicles of intore. 
pretative assays. I would think it best to strike for a combination «ο΄. 
that ie, to commission people to collect and write up the facts but not , 


te refrain from interprotetion end gensralisation. 


cc; Mr, Bundy ᾿ . ΗΝ “ΟΣ ᾿ 


3am cending copies af thie memorandum to Mac and Ted. Ido thick . i 


we ought to work out seme way of establishing the histcrical record 
ἐπ ἃ manner which would distract busy officiale as little as posaible 
from the probleme of the present and the future. 
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ag catty Big Decisions Are Often Taken 
Be In Smail Private Meetings, Usually 
Ei. "Without the Benefit of Any Chrono- 


| Be logical Accoun? οἱ What Happened: 


teas - 
ὦ ‘By JAMES RESTON 
if ᾿ Te . Φ 1hC3, New Yost Times Nows Service 


WASHINGTON, Dee. 28. 


EVERY AMERICAN ADMINISTRATION rakes more history 
it preserves, but the “ennedy Admiadictratica has made more 
In 3$62 and keg. less than eny other since the exciting 

OT τ  Ρ΄᾽“ 
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Ἐκ δἰ τυ th ΕΣ and jot down one of two 
(since, ἄορ εἶτα and ms ybe ; little historic gems, bul articu- 
Fevon ‘since Wilson's hus been late as this White House staff (5, 
Ettore cons:anus of bistory or it Is not of the generation of 
; isi cangeRont to wr: te it ban dierists thst went out with Henry 
: [ατῷ " being < Mson. 

ὃ  Preders Kenne oa The President himself οἶς con- 
A hither dss Chu sreelior Ade. , Sciour of this ρει δίεσι; and us 
ἔγκυον, οὐ ἘΠ Se-rany that we [elways Promising to spend ἃ 
BWEe peesibly “et an important quiet evening 4: home. with ἃ 
imirg pou! é “3.8. history of | dictaphone, but until somebody 
[ἐξ rations bere-cen East ead invents the 48teur day, this a 
Ev ἔφ, Later, to fis television not likely to happen. Thore!“ae. 
are νην of dis first two years in ‘the only hope is not to burden 
Bdfd he rele-rd to th con. ithe President but te draft some 


[teahvation of United Stairs end | trusted aid te serve as recurder, 
Otherwise, even ff the nation 


e.mvict prxer in Cuba and the 
: doslict Setvreen Sowet and Chi 's ignored. vhat will the Presi- 
ὰ hese’ ideoksgles ar “8 climactic | dent himself do after Jan. 28, 
Pperiog.* 
“Caryl Pp. Haskins, the reflec. (things will have happened, some 
itiee fer:sident of the Carnegie οἷ them no doubt of historical 
“Afstriuition of Washington, hag !interest. and he will de out οἵ 2 
“FPS suggested that we may be Job. Then he will be $1, too 
ΟΝ fa cme αἱ the fbstoric | ‘young for retirement and tro 
Pot isa” Ages of history, com-,old for touch fortball, but just 
rete to the ἄλγε of Penclean. , right for “titing history, Notes 
Peet early days of fat that time will be useful, for 
Lae eye Far Sees Durchili d-moostraied, the 
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ἘΠῚ 4 ad's ΠῚ eh the 
ἂν tt fiir? end gray 
° Peer a even ex the 
‘eeduke A. oon less sweeping | 
estimate, the era is better then! 
. the officiel recording of Its, 
_ κρότοι", 
The big decisions of this Ade 
: ministration are ofien taken in 
,small private meetings, ususliy 
without the benefit of any chron- 
ological account of what hap- 
pened. A record is kept of the, 
SC abinet meetings but the Cabi-j 
: het eeldom meets. The National . 
} Security Council meets more « 
“odten and ezain its recommenda- | 
ifions are recorded, but It meets | 
‘én the whin of the President and 
‘Sometimes it [6 convened io dis- | 
“cuss great decisions, sometimes 
ἯΙ meets merely to be told what 
shas heppened in smail unrecord- 
ted sessions, and “sometimes it 
ieee not meet at all. 
4 THIS CONFORMS to President 
SKennedy's style. He hates chat- 
Nee around tong tables. He 
jtiimed over the preliminary aa.t-. 
slyets of the last Cub crisis foen’ 
Fad δας group of Cabinet aad tulr- 
Ge Sinet offictals who were. chss- 
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eit! +4, yet ‘us on with the 
ἐπα 2 εχ end ersvbe 
mre τοῦδ τᾷ if τ even ew the 
' dest hogan less sweening | 
-rsumete the era [τ better than! 
the official recording ¢f its 
serrea. : 
The big decisicns of this Αἰ. 
ministrgtion are often taken 12 
small private meetings, usually 
withwut che bencfit of anv chron- 
eal sccount af what hap-! 
mrad. A cecord is kept of the, 
abast meetings but she Cabi- | 
eet seldom ments. The National ; 
ΧΆΣΗ, Council meets more 
{τα and @asin its recommenda. | 
fiuns are recorded, bet it meets 
on the whim of the President and 
aoinetines it is convened to dis-, 
‘uss great decisions, sometimes | 
“ meets merely to be told what | 
thas happened in smali unrecard- | 
ed sessions, ‘and “sometimes It 
vices not meet δὲ αἱ! ~ - 
TINS CONFORMS to President . 
"Xeanedly’ 4 styfe. He hates caar- 
"ae ground fong tables. He 
: med_over the preliminary 5.11: 
“sis of the lase Cudt crivs fossa” 
αὐ hoe group of Cabinet and τι. 
Cehinet officials who were cho 
v4 partly on the ground ποῖ {ἶσος 
αὐ keep secrets. He lsxes the 
fuaman tace ia small doses, and‘ 
Tig constantly summoning penile _ 
-t9 his office in ones of 8378 for, 
ὁ tatks that often lead direstly to: 
, major d-cisions. 
"This, of course, Is his prviieze. 
I. could te argued that, unul.! 
ide Kennedy entered the Whiie | 
pb sense. the American Govern 
went sag slowly beirg checcd to 
tdeath ty red tape/ emaaat: aR 
"eoantiees talkative commitices. 
et the nation has its richts ‘co 
“it is entitied to the memories cf 
“Hs servants, for memory is the - 
ae material οἱ history and tradi. " 
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δ ἀϑός illustrates the point. Not 
“ity "East - West celations, but | 
Στ ἢ relations, and ledersi-state ἢ i 
relations, and federal! - business 
idlions, all reached ἃ paiat of 
ἜΣΤΗΝ this: year—usually in. some i. 
reigate talk with Andrel Gro- ! 
ἀκα, of Gov. Ross Barnett, of , 
ὌΡΝΙΝ Btough in the White House. -; 
ἌΜΑ def happen in the Blough- 
Kéanedy mecting In the stee! 
ctrins? We do not know, and 
ia hat fs mare important, no of- 
iictal record wee kept, And what 
donut Ross Barneit? For all we 
S4ow, Robert Kennedy tock Mis- | 
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